5>S                    THE  CHANGING  FACE OF COMMUNISM
It was not till January 1945 that the Red Army finally advanced on
Warsaw. The rest of Poland was then quickly liberated from German
rule. Friends of Poland have alleged that the Russians deliberately delayed
their advance until the Home Army, which might have formed the focal
point of nationalism in a resurrected Poland, was destroyed. This, how-
ever, is a matter of speculation rather than evidence and the Kremlin
authorities have always maintained that it was strategically impossible to
move on Warsaw earlier. Be that as it may, the practical effect of the
destruction of the Home Army was that there remained no force capable
of resisting the Communist regime now about to be imposed on Poland.
The Committee of National Liberation was then converted into the
Provisional Government cif Poland and after a great deal of haggling
between Stalin, Roosevelt, Churchill and Mikolajczyk, a few members of
the Polish Government in London were included in the Provisional
Government, though other 'undesirable* potential candidates for member-
ship were arrested by the Russian authorities. According to the usual
Communist pattern, all key posts in that Government, including the
Ministry of Internal Security., were held by Communists. The Militia
(O.R.M.O.) was commanded by Communists, while many important
posts in the Regular Army were held by Russians- Equally important
was the fact that the Ministry of Regained Territories, which controlled
the Polish areas taken from Germany and distributed the lands to docile
persons, was manned by reliable Communists working under Gomulka.
The efforts of all these Communists in key posts were reinforced by the
considerable Red Army forces in the area.
Before the War, deep rooted suspicion of Russia had made conditions
unpropitious for the growth of the Communist Party in Poland and
indeed the existence of a vigorous, genuinely non-Communist Labour
Party, known as the Polish Socialist Party, militated against such growth.
The few Communist leaders had mainly taken refuge in Russia, where
they had been treated with scant respect- With his usual dislike of a
'national* Communist Party Stalin in 1938 expressed distrust of the Polish
Communist Party and dissolved it. In 1942, it was revived under the
name of the Polish Workers* Party and operated as an underground
movement behind the German lines* Most of its leaders at this stage were
Russians, though after the defeat of the Germans the Pole, Gomulka,
became Vice-Premier and General Secretary of the Party, The Commun-
ist Government in Poland was nevertheless a very artificial entity.
The methods by which the Communists secured their grip on Catholic
Poland followed the now familiar pattern too closely to require detailed